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ONE UNIVERSITY PLAZA - CAPE GIRARDEAU, MISSOURI G3701-47Sso - G73} 65%-2000 


September 26, 2000 


Missouri Board of Geographic Names/Guests: 


Please firid attached a revised set of materials related to the 
nomenclature issues OF 


The Little Whitewater River/Creek, and 
The Whitewater River/Creek. 


Sincerely, 


Dr. Frank Nickell, Director 
' Center for Regional History 
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* Missouri Board On Geographic Names 
Name Issue Worksheet 
26 September 2000 


NAME ISSUE: Name evaluation for the “Whitewater River” vs. “Whitewater Creek.” 
PROPOSAL: 


Submitted by: Dr. Frank Nickell, Director,Center For Regional History, Southeast. 
Missouri State University, One University Plaza, Cape Girardeau, Missourt, 63701. 
Received from: Dr. Frank Nickel LL, Director, Center For phe a Sawn 


DATES 


Submitted: 22 August 2000 
Received: 23 August 2000 
Begins in, St. Francois County, Missouri, Twp Sf Range se 
Ends in Stoddard County, Missouri, Twp 29 N Range ti E. 
Revised: £8 September 2000 


PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 


Begins in St. Francois County, Missouri, Twp 34 N Range 8 E. 
Ends in'Stoddard County, Missouri, Two 29 N Range 11 E. 
The headwaters of the “Whitewater” are spring-fed or rainwater tributaries 
located in St. Francois County, Missouri at Township 34 N and Range 8 E. This 
watérway travels southeast into Perry: County, Missouri at Township 34 N Range 
8E, then.continues southeast into. Bollinger County, near Sedgewickville, 
Missouri, at: Township 33 N Ranges 9,10" & 11 E . The “Whitewater” enters Cape 
Girardeau: County, Missouri-at Township 33.N Range ‘i E.and travels due south 
through Township: 32 Range ti a ‘The waterway continues due south to 
Township | 30 N Range 11E where it is:dissécted by the Headwaters Diversion 
Channet.of the Little River Drainage District. Immediately south of the 
Headwaters Diversion Channel the watercourse continues south where it 
bifurcates 1.6 miles north of: Randles, ‘Missouti to create an eastern and western 
channel. Both of these channels flow south throught Township 29 North R 11 E 
with the western creating. the county line bétween Scatt and Stoddard counties, 
Missourt. At approximately 3.6 miles south of Painton, Missouri they converge to 
create the Little River i in Fowifiship ; 29° N Range 11 E in. Stoddard County, 
MISSOUFT. 


* 
x ‘ 


GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION: 


. County: SE Francois, Perty, Bollinger, Cape Girardeau, Scott and Stoddard. 
Begins in St. Francois County; Missouri in Township 34.N Range 8E and 
ends in Stoddard County, Missouri ‘Township | 29 N Range 11 E. 

Communities Involved: The-ldcale of Thompson Hol ler, arid commaunities of Yount, 

. Alliance, Sedgewickville, Millersville, Burfordvil le, Whitewater, Allenville, Delta, 
Randleés and. Perkins, Missourt. © . 

Forest & Parks: Mark Twain. National Forest, Clark National Al Forest, Lake Girardeau 
Conservation Aréa, Burfordville State-Historic. site. 


GEOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION. 


The Whitewater begins i in an‘area of rallirig hills iit £ St Francois county, 
north and east of Fredericktown, Missouri. It begins as scattered rain water run- 
off, falling through. ravines and valleys from,an elevation of 1316 and 1394 feet 


above sea level. Ag these, ‘high- -land tributaries converge, the waterway evalves - 
into a natrow course with i a gravel, rock,.or ‘sand base. At varidus points heavy 


rain run-off -has created holes which frequently. reach a-depth of eight t6 ten feet, . 


popular with résidents for fi fishing and swimming. By.the time the waterway 
widens arid émpties into the Diversion Chanriel and the Little River in Stoddard 
County it has talent qpbroxiqate) Ze Six. hundred. Feet fs. 
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OTHER NOMENCLATURE: a 


Ais kaiowt ag Oia River, ‘Old Whitewater, ‘White Waier, White Water 

_ River, Whitewater River; Big. Whitewater, 1 Big: Whitewater River, Whitewater 
"Creek, White Water | Creek, Big White: Water, Creek, East & West Branch ofthe 
White Water, Eastern vand | Western Channels.of: the > Write Walter Whitewater 
River Ditch, The Ditch, and (Whitewater) Brook, 


at 
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CONCLUSIONS: 
“+ 4 The- wateeway 1 in southeast Missouri cbinmonly referred ies as “the 
Whitewater has Had t many name designations. From thé territorial period < - 
through the ‘Civil War eta corimori usage label led this. as “White Water Creek, = 
with itS.miain bibutary identified 2 as the’ Little White Water ¢ Greek. The designation. 
of the “Whitewater” has generally Bean continued to thié da ay witha tendency. to” 
hot renee £6 the suffog of Sither Seek ort river.’ Aval able fand records indicate that 


fy 


dv 


from the early nineteenth century into the twentieth century the main stem of 
the watercourse was identified as “White Water Creek.” 


At the beginning of the twentieth century there was an increased interest 
in the drainage of the giant wetlands of sotitheast Missourt. This fed to the 1907 
formation of the Little River Drairiage District. For néarly a century the LRDD has 
ditched, drained, and converted nearly two million acres of southeast Missouri 
wetland into prime agricultural land,.some of the most productive in the nation. 
In this century-long procéss the LRDD has consistently referred to the 
ee as the “Whitewater River." * 


Also early in the century the forniation of the state highway system and a 
land survey system brought non-local surveyors to the region, adding to the 
diversity of terminology of roads, bridges, and waterways. Other factors which 
contributed to this.diversity include the formation of a strong and independent 
county government system; ‘a rapid population growth bétween 1910 and 1930; 
and a substantial number of stable farid owners. 


« At the present time local usage: north of Highway 72 and south of the 
bias Charinel tends toward the term, “Whitewater Creek.” Between, Highway 
72. and the Diversion Channel the watercourse is generally referred to as the 
“Whitewater River.” This seems due to the fact that the hills north of Highway 72 
are more pronounced with run-off from small springs and occasional heavy rains. 
South of Highway 72 the terrain is more level and the course wider with a 
capacity for a greater volume of water. Residents of the communities Whitewater 
and Allenville generally designaté this thé “Whitewater River” as they are 
occasionally isolated by bottomland flooding. Those who live between the 
Diversion Channel and the Whitewater’s convergence with the Little River 
conststirily Aently it- asa ereek, 


- When tie Diversion Chainnel was créatetl the Whitewater essentially 
becanié two waterways, - most accuratel ¥ labeled, “upper,” and “lower.” These 
are, for all Purposes, two sépatate’ watercourses. A'vivid ill ustration of that 

occurred i in the fload of 1993 when the “inper”: Whitewater was at such a high 
fevel that the comfnunities of Whitewater arid-Allenville were isolated, the latter 
: * community for several weeks. AE the. very same time the “lower” Whitewater, a 
few feat across the Diversion Channel, “was in a condition of drought: Irrigation 
units south of the ‘Diversion Channel were distributing water within a few feet of 
» the flooded channel; in Some cases-spraying ‘into fldaded Waterways. ~ 
ss ~The “upper” Wrienater is ‘ecSentiany, rfiade up of. high-land.spring and 

rainfall run-off, often moving AE: ‘high | velocity. This water empties into the 
Diversion Channel and-is moved into the Mississippi River south of SAE 
Girardeau." 


‘The “lower” Whitewater is comprised, GF low-land run-off from 
rain or irrigation. water. Approximately ¢ one and one-half miles north of the ‘: 
community of Randles this watercourse. bifurcates ifito éastern and western 
channels. At @ point 3.6 miles south’ of Paintoti, the two channels converge 
into. Ditch 34 of the Little’ River: Drainage District-and the water either evaporates 
or is Carfied into the Mississippi néar “Helena, Afkansas. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 


v 
“ wi 


oo “thes most appro fiate desi natiori of this: watercourse should be, ' 
“Whitewater Creek.” Pree, 


ce be : 
wale 


2 ‘there ‘should béa designation OF aipper eb “lower” Whitewater 
for’ (2) the portion.of the watercourse’ ‘above the Diversion Channeél, 
and 6) the portion ofthe watercourse below the Diversion Channel. 


SOURCES: 

Dept..of Gealo & Land Survey, 111 Fairorotnds Rodd, Rolla, Missout, 65401, 
Volume 217, pages 79, 80; 1 and 93, Febfuary’ 1818. A written ite ‘of 
Bollinger: Cotinty, Missouri. i i ee 

Cape Girardeati, Gedlogical Survéy ‘Missouti-ti lilois-Rentuchy; 1:100 ,000-scale 


metric topographic’ map, US. Deperimerit of the Interior, 1986, 37089-A1-TM- 
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Paducah Geolo ical. Stirve KGitiekeyTinois-Missourt-Tnaina, i: 250 ,000- 
” seale metric topographic Map, U: iS. ‘Department. of the Antetior 1987, 37088-A1- 

~  *TME250. ° : : 

Rolla, Geolac ici Sarve | Missourt-titinoig, 1: 250 000-£cale  ngirie topographic 
_ _, map, U.S. Department of thé. Tnterior;, 1989, 37090°A1;TM-250, 4 ~~" 
Southeast Missouri: R. sional Plannin g Com AMISSION : Future. Land Use Plan, 4 

ted . September 1986; exhibie#7 4s 2 peta Oe ae 

_Missourt: Atlas &- -Gazeteer, Yartnout, Male. ‘Belting: 1988, ? “ith He i mF? 


| * Donnelly # a Sons ‘COBEN, ep. vou. Le, aos wits 4 es mA | 
Jackson, ‘Donald; ecito. Letters ofthe L 


re : P1851°197 76. A Bicentennial ‘ofimemiorative Bol 

. . Bicéntentiial: Comimission;, “duly 1977, pagés'29: & 30. 2. 
Plan For Drainage,. ‘The Little, River -Drairiage’ District, 4907.5 
Topoae aphical | Ma ps | for. the: Little River: Drainai 18 District 16 


inget County 


aL EV, DY 

"lease A. Smith, Del. Shéet 1, or 1926. Drawing ce i 1665, ex 107.32, 
File K-3. : 

Missouri: Official ee Map 1999-2000, Missouri Department of 


eet Robert Sidney. History of Southeast Missouri, 1912. 

Houck, Louis A History of Missouri: From The Earliest Explorations And 

Settlements Until The Admission Of The State Into The Union 
R.R. Donnelley & Sons Company, Chicago, 1908. 

Bollinger Co : 1651-1976 A Bicentennial Commemorative, Bollinger County 
. Bicentennial Commission, July, 1977." 

Shrum, Edison. The History of Scott County 
Scott County-Historical Séciety.- 

Jackson, Donald, editor. Letters of the Lewis and Clark Expedition with Related 
Documents 1783-1854, University of Illinois Press, Urbana. 1962. 

Missouri Atlas & Gazetteer. Yatrmouth, Maing. DeLorme, 1998. 

Indirect Deed Index, Book 1. Book i, pages 147 & 148. Recorder of Deeds 
Office, Capé Girardeau County Courthouse, Jackson, Missouri. 

Indirect Deed Index, Book i. Page 434. Recorder of Deeds Office, Cape Girardeau, 
County Courthouse, Jackson, Missourt. 

Survey of Township 29, Range 11, Mapping Division, Cape Girardeau County 
_ Courthouse, Jackson, Missouri. Surveyor, Jenifer Sprigg. September, 1826. 

Survey Map of Township 29, Range £2. Mapping Division, Cape Girardeau County 
‘ Courthouse; Jackson, Missouri. Surveyor, Silas Reed. August 26, 1842. 

Survey of Township 34, Range 11, Séctions 26.&.25, Mapping Division, Cape 

Girardeau County Cotirthouse, Jackson, Missouri. April 25, 1844. 

’ Survey of Township 30, Rangé iL, Mapping Division, Cape Girardeau County 
Courthouse, Jackson, Missotiri. Surveyor, Me Lewis Clark, Surveyor General. 
December, 1852. ae 

Survey of Township 32, Range ii, Mapping Division, Cape Girardeau County 
- Courtholise, Jackson, Missotiri. Surveyor M. Lewis Clark, Surveyor General. 
‘Becember, 1852. : a Be os 

Cape Girardeau Courity Range and Township Map of 1966. 

| Southeast Mistouri Regional Planning Commission: Future Land Use Plan, 

_ ‘September 4, 1986, exhibit 3 #71, 
River Classifications U Sz Government, Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land 


."Managemerit, 1998. ee 
Oxford English Dictioniary, Setond Edition, Clashdon Press, Oxford, 1989. 


Plan For Drainage: The Little Rivér Drainage District, i907. 
186i 2 Major Gneratisns of Grant's ommend. in Late a A861. 
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Bollinger County, Missouri: . 
Personal Interviews. Ue 
Indirect to Direct Land T ransférs, | Recérder of Deeds; Bollinger County 
; Courthouse, Marble Hill, Missouri, 63764. pon whale 
Photographs. ~ 


y 
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Cape Girardeau County, Missouri: | 

Personal Interviews. . ee 

Indirect to Direct Land Transfers, Recorder of: Deeds, Cape Girardeau ‘County 
Courthouse, Jackson, Missouri; 63755. oe 

Surveyor Map,.25 April 1844; Twp 31 & Range.il.. , . 

Surveyor Map,-30 December. 1852, Twp 32:& Range 11. 

Surveyor Map, 24 May 1852 Twp 31.& Range i os 

“Surveyor Map, 30 December: 1852; Twp 30 & Range: 11, 

County Range & Towriship Map, ; 1966.. 


Photographs. 
Petty. County, Missotirt: 
' Personal Interviews. . 
Indirect to Direct Land — Recofder Of Deeds, Petty County, an, 
63775, na ge , 


| Plat Book,  Tapographical Maps; Missouri Siaie Highway Department, Division or 
my Highway Planning, Beparyignt of Commerce, Bureau of Public Roads, 
oe 1967, a 
_' Survey Map, 1915, Township 34 Ranges 8.E: & 9 E: - : 
*. Range ahd Ti ownship Map, Zahner & Associates, 1994." 
Photogtaphs. , 
Scott County, Missouri: - Sean, 
Personal aay Week ETD it eR, 
Sutvey Map,: 25 Adiguist 1842; “Township 29. & Range 12, ea 
* Photograplis. | < “en i eee 
Stcddard County, MisSounis : : 
Personal intérviews:, ” ee a 
‘ “Survey Map; 2) ‘Sepiember.1826, Township 29 -& Range. .. 
Photographs. . 


Missouri Board On Geographic Names 
Name Issue Worksheet 
__26 September 2000 - 


NAME ISSUE: Name evaluation for the “Little Whitewater Creek” vs. “Little 
Whitewater River. 3 


PROPOSAL: 


Submitted by: Dr. Frank Nickéll, Director, Center For Regional History, 
Southeast Missouri State University, One University Plaza, Cape Girardeau, 
Missouri, 63701. . ~~ 

Received from: Dr. Frank Nickell, Director, Center For Regional History 
Southeast Missouri State University, One University Plaza, Cape 
Girardeau, Missouri, 63701. 


DATE: 


Submitted: 22 August 2000 
Received: 23 Audust 2000 


PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 
LITTLE WHETEWATER: CREEK: | 


The headwaters of the «ttle Whitewater” are 2 spring-fed or rainwater tributaries 

located i iri Township 33 N, Range 8E,.near County Road 916 in Bollinger County, 
Missouri: These water sources merge immediately north of present day Highway 
72 approximately 1.6 miles west of Patton Junction, Bollinger County, Missouri. 


The waterway at this point i ificreases. in width to ‘accommodate the seasonal 


Spring run-off with an average. depth of approximately 18 inches to two feet. It 
then travels predominantly : southeast to” merge, ‘with the Whitewater River/ Creek 
2.4 miles north of Burfordvil le, Cape Girardeau County, Missouri, Township 31 N, 


Range 11 E. It is approximately 19.2 miles i in length and falls from the 
headwaters (elevation ‘1316 feet) to the mouth {elevation 964 feet), a drop of 
352 feck 


GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION: 


County: Capie Girafdéau arid Boll inger, 
Township 33 N, “Range 8E to Towtiship - $i: N; Rande 11 E (mouth), 
Commiunities-Involved “North Patton, Patton Junction, Patton and Mayfield, Missouri. 


GEOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION: © 


v a 


The headwaters of this watercourse are spring-fed and rainwater tributafies 
lacated near:County Road 916.in Bollinger County, immediately north of Highway 
/2. It-travels southeast where it converges with the Whitewater River 
approximately 2.4 miles north: of Burfordville, Cape Girardeau County; in 
Township 31 N and Rarige 11'E in Cape -Gitardeau County. It is approximately: 


r 


19.2 miles in length and falls-from thé headwatefs (elevation 1316 feet) to the 


OY: 


| mouth (elevation 964 feet) créating a drop.of 352 feet. 
OTHER NOMENCLATURE: ~ 


Also known as Little Whitewater Creek, Little White Water Creek, Whitewater 
Creek, Little Whitewater, White Water Créék; Little Whitewater River, Little White 


a f 


‘Water, The Little Whitewater, 


. 


CONCLUSION: | Oo 


The waterway ini southeast Missouri corimonly féferred toas the Little ~ 
Whitewater Creek has fad. nriany-‘name designations, Frorh the territorial period. 
through the Civil War €f@ commoh usage labeled this as “Little White Water 
Creek” (see enclosed maps). Thé nomenclature as the “Little White Water . 
Creek” or the “Little Whitewater Creek” has genérally been continued to this day 
with a feridency to.fefér to thé stréam as the “Little White Water” or “Little ’ 
Whitewater” without a créck or riversuffix: = 

Available land records indicate that from the early.nineteénth century to the 


twentieth century. this Watercourse was idéntified.as “Little White Water Greek,” 
The formation of the state highway.system and_a land sutvey system for the 
, Fegion brought nén-local ‘Sutveyots into the area Which. added to.the diversity of 


terminology for roads; bridges, ‘afid-waterways: Other factors which contributed 
to this diversity. included the formation of a stfong and indépéndent county 
‘government system, ‘a.rapid population orowth between 1910 and ‘1930; anda 
substantial number of stable landowners, 
At the present tine local lisage is cbfisisteht with “Little Whitewater Creek.” - 
Intetviews with tésidents supports thé usage of cfeek, Most interviewees a 
‘referred to" “Whitewater” a5 ohe word. This is likely due to the name ofthe town 
‘Of Whitewater located South of the fnouth- of thé waterway afd the use of one - , 
word forthe township.*- oe Seis eee ee ee. 3 
oc * g ea le ae oy 5 
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SOURCES: 


See Name Issue Workshéét for Whitewater Creek. 


Whi etvater River/Créek 
Little Whitewater: River/Creek — 


Dodumietitadoar’ of: CC 
me va ridtions Associated With The-Biblidgraphy 


Nar 


ES 


- 1851. 1976 A Bicentennial. Coramemorative Bollinger :. 


hit 


County Bicentennial Commission, uly. 1977. . 
“Bolliger County is well drairied by Whitewater in thie northeast, 
Castor in the southwest, Crooked, Hurticane and Perkins Creeks | in 
the central and southerii areas, ‘Swamplands ay Bollinger County — 
were drained’ int the early part. of this. century - by machinie-made ‘diversion 


. channels. through 3 a plan supervised by the Little River Drainage District.” 


é 


“ 
A 


padi as “Little Whitéwater ie is ; 
t 


Douglass, Robert Sidney. Histo Of, Southeast. Missouri 1912, 
“The rest of this disttict i is. drained vekely y streams ei to 


ae 
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tt receives the Water oF. canes creek ard the cast Fork after which 
it takes the Fame ‘Little river? \ gy Panera es 


2y ay £ 


of Solitheast’ Miso oui, 888. Washington, D. G, The: 


“REE ee 
. 
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“Go ods earls Histo 


Goodspeed Pir ishing Company, : 
“The tow Of Whitewater i: iS Shiated’ on the: Belmont biaich of the iron 
Mouritain, Railroad 7 in Cabe Girardeau county.” A may Z 
“Burfordville ison. Whitewater river’ hear hie: s te oF B Boltinger’s mill” 
“Whitewater township : An i ie 


4 7. x 
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K Hiété V ‘of SSO Our: 5 “ein! The “Banllest bx lorations ‘And - 


‘Houck, Louis, SSOurT:. FYOni: 
Settlements Until The Admission Of The: State Trito oThe Union, 1908. 
R.R. Donnelley & Sons Conipany, ‘Ghicago: = ee ee 


i ei 


. “Any other crossing between ‘wést.arid southiwest woilld have involved 
ale (Desoto s) any in n lagaonis and the e'dekp: ahd wide chantiel of White - : 


ee — ae: : 


river, which forms 4 barter of about’ one hundred and fifty miles 
toward the south.” (Pl ease, note Hotick —— the word Whitewater and 
river.) 


Isaac A. Smith, Del. Sheet 1, August 1926. ais Number 1665, Index 

107.32, File K-3- 
Topographical map of ditch ‘numbers, nr range and townships involved in 
the Little River Drainage District, This map identifies the waterway as the 
“White Water River,” three separate words. Oddly, the eastern bifurcation 
of the waterway is identified as the main channel. Two years earlier, i int 
1924, the western bifurcation i is (arid to date) identified as the main 
channel serves as the asian! between Scott ane Stoddard counties. 


Indirect Deed Index,. Book a — 147 & 148. Recorder of Deeds Office, 
Cape Girardeau County Courthousé, Jackson, Missouri. 

Joseph Rogers sells to Henry Bollinger, the son of Philip, 640 acres of land 

on the“... west fork of thé White Water German Township . . .” 

14 August 1821. 


Indirect Déed Index, Book: re Pade 434. Recorder of Deeds Office, Cape 
Girardeau, County Courthouse, Jackson, Missouri. 

Certificate No. 441 states Joseph Baker purchased 138 acres of land 

in Township 32, Range 1 in 1824. This property is noted on a plot 

si, which indicates that. ve Whitewater River dissects the land. 


| Jackson, ‘Donald, editor, Letters of the Lewis and Clark Ex sedition with 


Relatéd Documents 1783-1854, University of Illinois Press, Urbana 1962. 

. +, there are no Settlemeiit’s beyond the St. Francois river and I think it would 
be Good policy to prohibit any ‘Settlement being made beyond it; the country 
between this river and White river which lies West.of it, is said to be a 
.delightful tract of land, and there- appears to be no Indian claim to it. 

As stated by Merriwether Lewiss" co ee i. 


i ¢ 
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Major Operations Of Giant’s: Comrhand; in Lats 1861. 
Waterway labéled as “White Water River” and “White Water.” 


vi \ 
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Matmaduke’ S. Ex edition to: ca ie. Girardeals Ai 


. Ww 


War Map. 7 -s * ae 
Label led “White, Water River,” thee separate words. Suffix designated as 
“river’. 


oe 


rll Ev a May-2, 1863, Civil 


Missouri Atlas: & a Vamiouth, Maine. DeLorme; 1998. 
This topographical map of thé ‘state of Missouri utilizes 
Whitewater River and ae Little Whitewater Creek. 


& ae 


Missouri: Offici icial Hi ‘ hway Mar 1999:2000. Missouri Department m 


Transportation. «" a_i 
' “The mairi ey is labsled, “Whitewater River.” 


2 
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‘Oxford English Dictionary, The, Second Edition, ¢ Oxford: C larendon Press, 
1989. . 
; Creek: “AS park. of a rivér 6F Hilet-ayster At inlet.or short arm of a river, such as 
runs up into the wideried: mouth of a ditch or small stream,-or fi fills any 
short ravine or cutting that j joins: the river.-A branch of a main river, a 
tributary | river; a rivulet. po ‘small.streath, orrun:” : 


Brook: “A small stream, rivulet.” + - ots : 
River: “A copious stream:of water flowing in-a channel. towaids the sea, a lake, 
or another stream.” 


Copious: “Furnished plentifuly with afything existing in. abundance; plentiful.” 


ww 


Plan For Drainage: The Littl e River Drainage. District, 1907. 
| A written propésal for the Little River Draindge Project. This document utilizes 


the name, “ Whitewater Bivens’ a a ar . 


oe 


+ & 


Plat Book of. Pat 7 Coun Missoiir: Published for Perry County, Missouri, 
1964. Missouri State Highway: Bepartinent. 
* This book. complied by the Missouri Highway ‘Department i identifie es all public 
roads and homeowners: if ‘Perry county. The Waterway is identified 3 as. “ 


Tw tr 


“Whitewater River.” 


‘River. Classi cations, ‘uU Ss: Government, Deparin ment of the Interior; Bureau 


of Land Management, 1998; 5s "> 
River classification systerns' andkidentin éStign tom the Buiréau of Land , 
_ Management. The easiest’ Classification’ ofa a, iver per the International River - 
_.Classifi ication Systerh states Mery ‘ ‘waves small; passages clear; no serious 
,; 4 oe oe 3 i ’ 


obstacles.”’ A ee ee ee 


i ok 
hy 


é 
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Shrum, Edison, Tha: History. of Scott: County Missouri. Up To The Year 
1880. Scott County;Historical ‘Society: phe GNP . 
: “When the early” settlers: selécted: ‘these: sites for. their-homes, this 
_ tidge’ was one of: the few. High: and dry. ateas‘in, the southern half. . 
of what was: to" bécome ' Scott, Gounty.. On the west, ‘the tidge Was - 
bordered by Lake ‘St. Mary; and beyo nd: ‘it: there Was, a great’ as 


vt, Ee 


*® 


\ ¥ 


Swamp across which meanderéd Caney Creek, the east Fork of 
Whitewater River, the Whitewater itself, and below the junction 
of the latter two, what sometimes was called James River.” 


This future land use proposal dated 1986 identifies the watercourse in sections 3, 
4,5, 6, 7,8, 9, and 10 south of present day Allenville, Missouri, as the 
“Whitewater River.” 


survey of Township 29, Range 11, Mapping Division,-Cape Girardeau 
County Courthouse, Jackson, Missouri. Surveyor, Jenifer Sprigg. 
September, 1826. _ _ 
Township 29 is the most southwestern part of Cape Girardeau County and is 
bordered on the'south by Stoddard, on the west by Bollinger County. The © 
waterway is clearly labeled ds “Part of the White Water.” 


Survey Map of Township 29, Range 12. Mapping Division, Cape Girardeau 


County Courthouse, Jackson, Missouri. Surveyor, Silas Reed. August 26, 


. 


1842. - : 
This township adjoifis Raride il on the. éastern:Side. To the south it borders 
present day Scott County. This map Clearly shows the original “White Water” 
which divides into thé “East Branch of the White Water” and the “West 


se 


Branch of the White Water.” 


survey of Township 31, Rangé 11, Sections 26 & 25, Mapping Division, 
Cape Girardeau County Courthouse, Jackson, Missouri. April 25, 1844. 
This survey map is of the waterway directly below the Burfordville Bridge and 
Bollinger Mill known today-as the Whitewater Rivér. This survey map done by 
Silas Reed labels the waterway'as “White Water Creek.” 


x 


Survey of Township 30; Range 11, Mapping Division, Cape Girardeau 
County Courthouse, Jackson, Missouri. Surveyor, M. Lewis Clark, Surveyor 
General, December, 1852. 5 ~ | = | 

' This survey map iridicates that alorig the eastern portion of this township the 


waterway is labeled“ White Water Creek.” 
Survey of Township 32, Rangé ii, Mapping Division, Cape Girardeau 
County ‘Courthouse, Jackson, Missouti, 63755. Surveyor, M. Léwis Clark, 
Surveyor General. December, 4852. ° ws 7 

The larger waterway is Clearly. labeled “ White Water Créek.” The smaller 

branch is labeled “Little White Water Creek.” In both circumstances, the word 


& 


“White” and “Water” are separate. a 


survey of Townships 34 N, Ranges 29 E, Mappifg Division, Perry County 
Courthouse; Perryville, Missouri, 63775, i9i5. . : 
This survey map clearly identi es the waterway: in-question, but it is not labeled. 


an 
Recorder of Deeds Offi ice, Perty County Courthouse, Perryville, Missouri, 


63775. Thomas H. Layton, County Surveyor, November 26, 1886. 
This survey map contains: Original field notes and.scale drawing, but the waterway 
is not identified. OT age | tp 


Recorder of Deeds Office, Perry County: Courthouse, Pertyville, Missouri, 
63775. Thomas H. Layton, Goutity Surveyor, dated Februaty is* & 16", 


1888... - 


- This survey map contaifis Srigirel fi ld ‘notes aiid acale déawing. The waterway is 
clearly identified as “White Water Créek,* three separate words, 
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Recorder of Deeds Offic ce, "Petty County. Courthouse, Perryville, Missouri, 
63775. Thomas. Hi. Layton, County Surveyor, May. 23; 1888. 
This survey map | contains: original, field notes and scale drawing. Itclearly - 
identifies the waterway” as White Water Creek, ” three’ siiritohens words: — . 
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79, 80, and 81. Februaty, ; igis.” 
- Page 79 of the fi ald suivey' notes identifies the, ineterwaye as a 3“brogk.” 
Page 80 of the fi eld. survey. fotes identifies the waterway % as. “W. Water.” . 7 
‘Page Si ‘of the field: survey. notes identifi es the watery. ais “White Water, two “ 
“eeparate words ‘(fio fe lafification: ‘of. creek VS ii ~tiver), ene 
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Page 708, map “OF. Missouri; cleatiy: identiied ifie. comihunity j as sWhiite Water” 
. sand tie waterway: in question a5 "White Water River.”. ee 
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1924 Littlé.River Draitiage. Disttict Toi Ographical: Maps: :. | 
A Series Of " topograpliical ma Th iridps: ‘labeling n natti iral | Watérways, didinage ditches; their- 
location ahd. relevant. bridges: ‘The ‘terms *WhiteWwater River“is used 
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Whitewater River.” 


ivisi 
Highway Planning, Department of Commerce, Bureau of Public 


Roads. 
This document uses the name “White Water River.” Three separate words. 


Waterway not identified by ndme. _ 
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t> tory gti ft 
iac*primarily the ane rey 
” farmers: “and had to be 
« , strong to-live out here,” said. 
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. « Werdell. Miller, president 
‘othelocal SAR chapter’ . ° 

ee ote a coe, 
« Lara Johnston. may be 
"Scontaéted at 835-6611 ext, 126. * - 
Or. byemnailiat oa > - ch 
hnston@semissourian. 
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War soldie 


the Fléming Fanilly Cemetery , 
hear New Wells. He received @ 


Revolutiona 
The following is a 
known burlal plac 

. Missouri of soldiers who fought 

“during the American Revolution. 

The list was compiled by the Allen 

Laws Oliver Chapter of the Mis: 

‘ -sourl Society of'the’Sdns of the 

+ American Revolution. 

_ gal Robert Brevard, born July 1 
‘4763, Indredell’C 
served inthe No 
tla..Hé diediJan.. 
son, Mo., and Is burled'in: 

|» Jackson City Cémetery. 

mi‘Uriah Brock, 
ih Virginia ands 


mi Joseph Hunter, 
served'in George 
Virginia Regiment. 
1823 In Sikeston an 
the Hunter Family Cemetery. 
hn Manning-was born In 
nd and died In Perry Coun- 


soldiers whoate ° 
Cape ‘Girardeau 
and, other pa 
Southeast Missouri amigrat-- 
« ed to the area in.the 1800s. } 
“The. Spanish ni’ 
which-owned the.Jand, was: 
offerizig it to°anyone.who 
“would settle here.” . 
: before the 
, Louisiana ‘Purchase and th 
‘government ‘was giving out 
“frée land,”>Pledger said. 
\ ed many people, 
. ,dneluding Gilliland: 
swho.inoved to‘the area’ 
‘are-buried ‘in’ the céme- 


esIn Southedst, - 


rid; born 1,718 in 
ain, and died in - 
He Is buried in 
near.Oran. He 


BA Charles Frie 
Wales, Great Brit 

. 41814 near Oran. 
~Eriend Cemetéry- 
served aS a capta 


litand, born 1763.in..- 
nd died Jun 23, 


‘government, 


He Is burled In 

seminary at Perryville. He served 

“+ In.the Third Maryland Regiment. 

m Alexander 

was born:May 1.0, 1755, In 

. Rowen County, N.C. He died near- 
ontas and 4s burled In the 
reek Presbyterian Ceme- 


North-Carolina a 
4829,*near Pocahontas. He 
»gerved in.the North Carolina 
State militia and. 
Applé Creek Pres 


th.Carolina mil-- 
2, 1847, in Jack 


born about.12759 byterlan Ceme® * 
erved in the First 
] Continental Line... 
d Nov. 15,18 
I. and-is-burled in’ 
. Lorimlér Cemetery. 
Thomas English, 
4751, in Virginia,-served 
| « Virginia-Continental‘Line 
»AVL836 in Cape Girdrdea 
buried In-the English’Family 
fy off Bloomfield Road. 

ming was born. 

d‘Aprib16,,1837, 
He's buried In 


ys; born 17:38; rifleman in the: 
he Pennsylvania 
Westmoreland 
ed’ in 1808 near 
is.buried, in Ware - 
now under the 


y 
pat Christopher Ha 
; was a colonel.int 
-* State’Militia” 
_ County. He di 
' Fruitland and.ls.bu 
? Cemetery, which is 
Interstate 55 southbound ramp: 
at'the Fruitlarid-Interchange, 
W IShiniet Hubble, born 4.762 In 
Gorin, He served.in the _ 
- New York State-Militia, Albany. 
County: He Is buried in-Bethel 
‘Cemeteryin Jackson. ~ 


ia’ John Walkerb 
Hampshire County,, Va. 
_ buried in Apple’ Creek Présbyter, ~ 
‘He served:in the 


lan Cemetery. t 
qoilitia and.died « 


North Carolina 
Feb, 2, 1829; 
i Robert Yount was- 
and died in4818 near Patton: 
is buried-in a familly, cemetery: ; 
‘ear the Little Whitewater River 


“" d 476a"and 
> _ nearPatton, _.. 
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Eastern Channel and Western Channel of the Whitewater River/Creek as 
they converge to form the Little River south of the Diversion Channel. 
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| Eastern Channel of the Whitewater River/Creek as it empties into a Little 
River Drainage District ditch, | 


q THE “Sam M. Hunter, DVM, President 


LITTLE RIVER Sikeston, MO 


Vic Downing, Vice-President 


DRAINAGE DISTRICT Bragg City, MO 


James L. Fletcher, Gideon, MO 
G. M. Lawrence, Sr., Sikeston, MO 


FLOOD Coto ge DRAINAGE AC. Filey, New Madirid, MO 
‘SINCE 1907 STAFF 


F Larry D. Dowdy 
vx Executive Vice-President 


° Secretary/Treasurer 

September 12, 2000 Michael C. Halter 

4 : Assistant Secrelary/Treasurer 

H. Riley Bock 

Attorney, New Madrid, MO 

Dr. Frank Nickell, Director _HONORARY SUPERVISOR 

Center-of Regional History, - E.B. Gee, Jr, 

SEMO State University. Blytheville, AR 
Cape Girardeau, Missouri 63704 

Dear Dr..Nickell: ° 


Re: where River Designation 


In my opinion aa from records i in our District files Whitewatet River should haye two (2) —— Our District 
constructed the Headwater Diversion Channel beginning in 1910, ‘which when completed severed(to) Whitewater Ghe) 


River. The result was a river with upland nitioff with high velocity anda river with a lowland runoff with very low 
velocity. - ss ; 


‘ " 
. 
: 4 * ~ y ‘ ae x ™ 


In light of that I believe a true designation of Whstewsier River Would be as follows: 


BY 
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1. Whitewates River (Upper) which woiild be that portion of thé river from the Headwater Diversion 
- Channel spe tO its terminus. 


x foe 
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a nie a a % Me, 


0e- Whitewater River (Lowen) which woul be any portion of the River still distinguishable below the 
: Headwatér Diversion Channel. aoe a 
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* Thanks for Soipiae by arid visiting about ‘his ‘matter. The. information you shared was quite interesting. 
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If I can be of furthér assistance please feel free to ‘call upon ‘me. a 
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Ed, Note: Changed with Perinission of Mr. D owdy, 13 September, 2000. 
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‘Loretta P.. Crites —* 
227 Church Street : 
Whitewater, Missouri 63785 
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September 14, 2000 

Dr. Frank Nickell, Director 

‘Center for Regional History . . 
Southeast Missouri State University. 
Cape Girardeau, Missouri 63701 


Subj ect: Whitewater Greek/River 


Dear’ Dr. Nickell: 

Tam 85 years aa and have lived ini Whitewater all of my life, except for about four years 

in the 1940’s. There is.a river (or creék): which flows: ‘outside of our town. When I was 

growing up,‘everyone called it the creek. ‘I was 13 years. old: when l was baptized “in-the 
creek.” That’s how I remember people referring to it: When they talked about being 

baptized of going fishing or switninin - mii was * ‘in the ss a : a 

Many yeats later, in the 1960's; ‘believe, the Highway: De epariment or some other agency 

placed ‘@ sign ¢ at the bridge, vitlich read “Whitewater River. ” “It took a while: to get used 

to, but everitually 1 I started: calling’ it ‘the’ river as well. However in my childhood and 

yourig adult yeas I always knéw it as “the, creek,” . 
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x 
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+ Lhope this helps oie “ Please'létinie: know rif you née i more. e.infbrmhation, | 
¥ oe ce ge RK ‘b Ex £ i oe 3 = 2% + ey “3 ba ort 


Sincerely, 1+. 


Loretta Pearl Crites | 


Marilyn M. Crites 
22? Church Street 
Whitewater, Missouri 63785 


Chairperson, Village of Whitewater, Missouri 


September 14,2000 ° 


Dr. Frank Nickell, Director 

Center for Regional History 
Southeast Missouri State University 
Cape Girardeau, Missouri 63701 


Subject: The proper name for Whitewater Créek or River 
Dear Dr. Nickell: 


T have been a lifelong resident of Whitewater, Missouri. When I was growing up, 
everyone referred to the body of water which flowed just outside the city limits as the 
Whitewater Greek. However, when I was a teenager, a sign was placed by the bridge 
which read Whitewater River. Although many of the oldtimers persisted in referring to it 
as the creek, I, along with several others, especially those of my generation, began 
calling it the river. 7 

My mother told me it had always. been known as a creek when shé was growing up. [’'m 
not exactly sure as to what constitutes thé difference betiveen a creek and a river, but I 
hope that this information will be of some uséfulness to you. 


ke 


Please jet me know ifI can be of further assistance. 
Sincerely, 


Yih, Dy. teed 


Marilyn Marie. Giites: Chairperson 
Village of Whitewater, Missouri 63785 


